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CHANGE OF EDITORSHIP FOR NOTICIAS
Future issues of NOTICIAS DE GALAPAGOS will be prepared under
the editorship of Dr. Thomas H. Fritts, Department of Biology,
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131, U.S.A.
Correspondence relating to submission of articles, photographs and news
items should be sent to the New Mexico address. Until further notice,
donations from CDF supporters may continue to be sent to
G.T. Corley Smith at Greensted Hall, Ongar, Essex, CM5 9LD,
England.
* * * * *
LOOKING BACK
Some personal recollections and retlexions on two decades of service with the
Charles Oarwin Foundation for the Galapagos Islands
by
G.T. COI./eySmilh
When I arrived in Quito in 1962, I did not know that either the Galapagos Islands or the Charles Darwin
Foundation (CD F) existed, an ignorance I shared with most of the rest ofhumanity. Because of Darwin, a
limited number of scientists had heard of the archipelago but even they were mostly unaware that it
formed part of the Republic of Ecuador. "
In those days it was difficult to visit the islands but early in 1964 the Galapagos International Scientific
Project and the United States Embassy in Quito arranged transport to enable a number of Ecuadorean
and foreign scientists and personalities to attend the official in"iwguration ofthe Charles Darwin Research
Station (CDRS) on Santa Cruz Island. There was not much of a station at that date and no building big
enough to accommodate the party, so we met outdoors among the cactus. The dignitaries, injackets and
ties, had chairs and sat under a scanty canvas canopy, while the less formally attired scientists received the
fuI! benefit of the scorching equatorial sun. Later that year, Prince Philip invited Aubrey Buxton and
myself to accompany him on a short tour of the islands. AlI three of us became "hooked" and ever since
have remained devoted defenders of the Galapagos. One immediate result was that Aubrey (now Lord)
Buxton sent a crack camera team (Alan and Joan Root) to make a remarkable film for Anglia Television,
in which Prince Philip spoke the commentary. This gave millions of people al! over the world their first
introduction to the Galapagos.
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Joan Root making friends with the Galapagos Mockingbirds
while her husband was making his famous 1966 television film "The Enchanted Isles"
Pholographed by Alan Root
11
-----.------..-Noticias de Galapagos v.45 1987
